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HE Affair of the Spaniſb Depre- 
dations having been amply laid 
N open before both Houſes of Par- 
bament the laſt Seſſions, when 
es the Merchants fully proved their 
Allegations, as to the Damages ſuſtained, 
and Cruelties undergone. In conſequence of 
which, both Houſes came to theſe vigorous 
Reſolutions, That it was our undoubted Right 
to Sail to and from any of his MaJzesTY's Be- 
minions in America, and that our Ships had 

- A 2 been 
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DD 5 Cone Cale: 6 ER 
5 detained, d ſeo: tal Captures nut, 1 

'retences altogther" groundleſs und a1warran 
ME Be ER ot ee 
Born Houses alſo addtefſed his MAIRST 
to uſe his ſtrongeſt Inftances with then King 


of Spain, to make immediate Satisfaction to 


his much injured Merchants, and likewiſe to 


obtain good Security for a free Trade for the 
future; and that if his Royal and Friendly 
Inſtances could not be able to procure the 
ſame from his Catholic Majeſty, they would 
enable his MAJESTY. to 2 Fs Meaſures 
as ſhould become neceſſary, to maintain the 


Rights of bis People. © | 
After theſe ſolemn Addreſſes, the Miniſtry 
thought it abſolutely neceſſary to ſtrengthen 
his MaJjtsTY.by an additional Number of 
Scamen; accordingly Ten thouſand more 
were «u1animoufly agreed to. The Eyes of all 
Europe were then fixed upon us, and every 
one thought a War inevitable: And the more 
Reaſon they had to think ſo, becauſe We 
had Couriers frequently from Spain, with 
Anſwers from his Catholic Majeſty not at all 
pleaſing to us. WAS oa N 


Mean time the honeſt Tars voluntarily 


Honour and Dignity of his Crown, and the 
4 . 4 J 2909 


entered the Service in great Numbers, and 
in full Hopes of Action. When, all on a 4 
ſudden, we were ge Moan om with | 


the pleaſing Proſpect of a Peace, inſtead of a 


calamitous and deſtructive War, which ne- 


ver fails to ſpread Deſolation where- ever it 


comes. ; bs 


r r 


| CS) 
An honourable Peace is certainly more to 
be coyeted than a War; and by the ſud- 
den Diſcharge of our ſupernumerary Sailors, 
the People of , England were in great hopes 
ſuch had been obtain'd; for it was ſaid, no 
Man in his Wits would part with his Power 
till his Ends had been compleated. Altho' 
ſome diſſatisfied Prople expreſſed their Ad- 
miration at the quick and unuſual Diſpatch 
of Don Benjamin Keene, who, with the Aſ⸗ 
ſiſtance of Commiſſaries, had been never ſo 
alert before; and were at a Loſs to know, 
whether it was owing to the Velocity of our 
5 Miniſters, or the Sight of our Squadrons, 
g which might ſtrike a Panic in the Spaniſh 
Court. Gus en (en 
He that as it will, a Convention was agreed 
upon, ſigned, ſealed, and ratified; which, is 
not at all agreable to the Merchants, becauſe 
our Rights are no where expreſſed therein, 
but remain in a very . and, indeed, 
melancholly Situation. But, ſays this Au- 
thor, the Convention 15 only preliminary to a 
Treaty, only" a Settling of. the Grounds upon 
which to treat. This I acknowledge; but it 
follows not from thence, that we ſhall ſuffer 
thoſe Rights We have hitherto enjoyed for 
ſeveral Ages, to be now called in queſtion; 
by admitting ſuch a Thing, we acknowledge 
them as Doubts, and Points unſettled, which 
we can't in Juſtice do, ſince they have been 
ſettled many Years ago, when the Glory of 
this Nation was at its greateſt Height. Shall 


We, 
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Born Hoss alſo addteſſed his MA RST 
to uſe his ſtrongeſt Inſtances with the ing 
of Spain, to make immediate Satisfaction to 
his much injured Merchants, and likewiſe to 
obtain good Security for a free Trade for the 
future; and that if his Royal and Friendly 
Inſtances could not be able to procure the 
ſame from his Catholic Majeſty, they would 
enable his MAJESTY. to. g. ſoch Meaſures 
as ſhould becomè neceſſary, to maintain the 
Honour and Dignity-oef his Crown, and the 
Rights of bis People. 
Alfter theſe ſolemn Addreſſes, the Miniſtry 
thought it abſolutely neceſſary to ſtrengthen 
bis MEST Y by an additional Number of 
Seamen; te the Ten thouſand more 
were unanimouſly agreed to. The Eyes of all 
Europe were then fixed upon us, and every 
one thought a War inevitable: And the more 


Reaſon they. had to think ſo, becauſe We 
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| had, Couriers frequently from Spain, with. 


Anſwers from his Cathelick Majeſty not at all 
pleaſing to us. . 


Mean time the honeſt Tars voluntarily 


o 


entered the Service in great Numbers, and 


in full Hopes of Action. When, all on a i 


ſudden, we were agreably ſurprized with | 
the pleaſing Proſpect of a 2 58 inſtead of a 
calamitous and deſtructive War, which ne- 
ver fails to ſpread Deſolation where- ever it 
comes. n 


| . SY 
„„An honourable Peace is certainly more te 
be coyeted than a War; and by; the ſud- 
den Diſcharge of our ſupernumerary Sailors, 
the People of England were in great hopes 
ſuch had been obtain'd; for it was ſaid, no 
Man in his Wits would part with his Power 
till his Ends had been compleated. Altho' 
ſome diſſatisfied Prople expreſſed their Ad- 
miration at the quick and unuſual Diſpatch 
of Don Benjamin Keene, who, with the Aſ⸗ 
ſiſtance of Commiſſaries, had been never ſo 
alert before; and were at a Loſs to know, 
whether it was owing to the Velocity of our 
Miniſters, ' or the Sight of our Squadrons, 
which might ſtrike a Panic in the Spaniſh 
Court. | Win g Neon 
He that as it will, a Convention was agreed 
upon, ſigned, ſealed, and ratified; which, is 
not at all agreable to the Merchants, becauſe 
our Rights are no where expreſſed therein, 
but remain in a very de and, indeed, 
melancholly Situation. But, ſays this Au- 
thor, the | rom ts only preliminary to a 
Treaty, only. a. Settling of. the Grounds upon 
which to treat. This I acknowledge; but it 
follows not from thence, that we ſhall ſuffer 
thoſe Rights We have hitherto enjoyed for 
ſeveral Ages, to be now called in queſtion; 
by admitting ſuch a Thing, we acknowledge 
them as Doubts, and Points unſettled, which 
we can't in Juſtice do, ſince they have been 
ſettled many Years ago, when the Glory of 
this Nation was at its greateſt Height. Shall 


We, 
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„ 
wez therefore; now ſuffer them to be reſet- 
tled to our own Difadvantage ? And ſuch 
we have great Reaſon to ſuſpect, ſhould they | 


be leſt to Plenipotentiaries, alias C . . 1 
We have not mueh Reaſon to boaſt of the no 


Generoſity of the Court of Spain; if we ad- 
mit any Poubts in our Navigation and Com- 
merce, it will be a hard mat᷑ter for us to get 
them clear'd up to our Advantage. They 
will be far from making any ſuch Conceſſions; 
at leaſt we ought not to put it in their Power 
. ͤ ZKH‚‚‚ ⁰ ⁰ T Ee Ira F120; 
Mur is never to be tried till Treaties prove 
ineffettual. Ts not a Treaty preferable to a 
War * more ſafe, % expend; and (as he'be- 
lieves) more certain. | sn 
True again; but what have we been do- 
ing theſe twenty Years? have we not been 
treating and treating, with Plenipo's and Com- 
miſſaries, and now Plenipo's again? Have not 
theſe gentle Methods been too often uſed al- 
ready; and have they not as often been found 
vain and ineffectual Have we not, by theſe 
numberleſs Treaties, made ourſelves as con- 
temptible in the Eyes of our Allies, if we 
have any, as we formerly were dreaded by 
our Ams? *Tis entirely this Method of 
Treaty-making, which has ſo ſenſibly leſſen- 
ed our Eſteem in the ſeveral Courts of Eu- 
rope, inſomuch, that we own ourſelves not 
ſure of one Aly to aſſiſt us, ſhould a War 
„ 112) Te raderr Pr eeey 


Fe 
Are we ſtill to go on in the ſame Road? 
Shall Spain ſay to us, ſo far may your Men 
of War go, but no farther? 2 


' &: Fye, fye; let us throw off this Lethargy, 
and conyince the Court of Spain, that we are 
no in earneſt. Let us leave our old Path of 


Treaty- making, and. tread a new and more 
glorious one. Let our wiſe Miniſter for once 
affect Popularity (tho? he has often times de- 


clared himſelf averſe to it) and join with the 


general Voice of the Nation; à Mar, or No 
SEARCH. Since this, and no other, can be 
a Means of retrieving our loſt Character, and 
. our former Eſteem in the Courts of 
foreign Princes. 57 a T1 0. 
One Treaty, I will allow, if well conclu- 


ded, is leſs expenſive than one War; but the 


Method of Treaty- making we have followed 
for theſe Eighteen or Twenty Vears paſt, has 
- colt us fix times as much as + Numa. War 

would have done. Our Charge of Ambaſſa- 
aors, or Commiſſaries, or Plenipo's, or I know 
not what, has drained the Nation of an infi- 


leaſt Benefit or Satisfaction. | 

hen as to our expenfive Squadrons and 
mock Expeditions, they have colt us full- as 
much from Time to. Time, and been as 


ployed in Action. Can the Oppreſſed always 


are not yet ſo degenerated. 
. a I am 


ſubmit, for ever be ſilent? No; the Eugliſb 


xþ 


[nite deal of Treaſure, without gaining us the 


chargeable, as if they had really been em- ; 


43) 
I am not laying any thing to the Charge 
of thoſe worthy Gentlemen Who were em- 
loyed to accommodate the Differences be- 


tween Us and Spain: Far be it from me; | 


believe they did their utmoſt Endeavours to 
reconcile Matters, and bring about an Ac- 
commodation; but if ſuch could not, with 
any Honour, be obtained from that proud 
Nation, they ſhould feel the Weight of our 
Cannon Balls, the Virtue of which has for- 
merly been owned, but is now entirely for- 
got, by. them. We therefore ſhould revive 


Which muſt certainly gain us more than 


by ſuffering ourſelves to be afreſh lull'd 
aſleep by their deceitful Negotiations. We 
have found, by long Experience, that no- 


thing but main Force can keep the Guard de 
Cofta*s from continuing their Depredations : 7 
And all the Satisfaction we have hitherto re- 
ceived from them, amounts to nothing more 
than the Honour his Catholic Majeſty has 
done this Nation, in making a Spaniſh Don 


of Mr. Keene, and promifing us a ſmall Sum 
of Money to pay our Merchants for the In- 


juries they have ſuſtained; which, by the 


bye, is not Six Pence in the Pound for the 


numerous Expences we have been at in ob- 


taining thoſe two Favours. . 


The Terms of Treating may be fixed, and on | 


may ceaſe to Treat when you will. Aye, but 
the Misfortune is, when we drop Pen and 
Paper, as inſufficient for our Purpoſes, we 

| | make 
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make no Uſe of our warlike Inſtruments and 
Preparations ; they dwindle away in a few 
Months to peaceable Pen and Paper again : 
And then the Terror of that Nation ceaſes 
on the Depoſit of our Arms. 6 
Mur will, probably, be our Maſter, at 
leaſt, as to its Duration. So it muſt ; after 
Treaty making is found inſufficient, we have 
no other Method left. Ve muft conquer , or 
be conquered. The firſt we are pretty ſure 
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F on, but there is very little Likelihood of the 
latter, on the Coaſts of Spain. We muſt 
bave the Superiority at Sca: * But we are a- 
n fraid France will join them, otherwiſe we 
d would quickly go to work. This is a poor 
© Excuſe, and may always be one, to the End 
)- 


of the Chapter. On the contrary, at this 
Juncture, we have no Reaſon to fear it; the 
Cardinal knowing his Infirmities, and that 
& is Time is near at Hand, being willing to 
'e leave his Country in Peace, which is now 
well eftabliſhed, and in Fame and Reputa- 
tion. | | 

But, ſay they, an ambitious Miniſter may 

ſucceed him, This Excuſe, alſo, will never 
fail them. However, I hope we may begin 
and end a War with Spain before the Death 
of the Cardinal; or, thould we not, a new 
Miniſter muſt firſt take ſome time to gain 
the Affections of the People at home, and 
n eſtabliſh 


* This Paragraph is not in the Poplar Prejudices, but is, 
nevertheleſs, an Argument of gieat Weight, with them, againff 
a War. * | 


* 


| Yes" 
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| Cw) 
eſtabliſh himſelf well in that Poſt, before he 
can pretend to diſturb his Neighbours, or 
intermeddle with foreign Affairs. 
When we are once engaged in a War, God 
only knows when, or how, we ſhall get out, 
We may now juſtly controvert this. Para- 
graph, and ſay, We have not only once, 
twice, nor thrice, engaged in negotiating 
Treaties, but for ſeveral Years: together, 
without any Benefit accruing to us therefrom, 


— —— — = 


or when they will end. For ought we know, 
ſhould our preſent pacifick Megotiators live a 


few Years longer, our Conventions and Trea- 


ties may {well into as many Volumes, as our 
mighty Statutes at large; and our Rights 

(of Conſequence) become more doubtful and 
unſettled than at preſent ; thoſe numerous 
Treaties, only ſerving to puzzle and con- 
een ch bo = aint 47 
* And as the making of every new Treaty 
has been conſtantly attended with great Ex- 

ences to this Nation, ſuch Treating and 
N egotiating from Time to Time, would coſt 
the Nation infinitely more than a War could 
poſſibly do; as has been proved by the In- 


55 


4 creaſe of the National Debt, with ſeveral : 


new Taxes, for theſe twenty Years paſt. 


1s Reparation ſweeter, after Millions of i 
Money waſted, and many thouſands of Lives 
loft, than when had with little Expence, and 
no Danger? I bluſh to hear ſuch a ſhameful 


Queſtion ſtarted. Can it, with any * 


and God only knows how we ſhall get out, | 


a W Aa Dads. A ane a Sant HE ode . ae IE oa is 
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us a great deal more than a War would have 
done? How then can any thing ſo barefaced 
be now ſtarted ? Our ——— have alſo, 
and muſt at this Day, run as great Risks, 
and be in full as much Danger, as if a War 
was actually carrying on between the two 
Crowns; nay, for ought I know, a much 
2 for then they would have had fair 

arning to avoid meeting Spaniſh Ships as 
much as poſlible, and confequently arm 
themſelves: with proper Weapons for their 
Defence, in caſe of an Attack ; but, by our 

treating with Spain, they are, in ſome mea- 
*Z ſure, blindfolded, and may innocently betray 
= themſelves into Danger, wrongly imagining, 
that, by this Convention, a Ceſſation of 
3 Hoſtilities had been agreed upon during our 
2 Negotiation ; when, alas! the inſiſting upon 


this very material and neceſſary Article, has 


4 15 


entirely A the Memory of Mr. Keene at 
Madrid. ho* one might wonder it ſhould; 


6 


4 S 


"0" . 


Convention, it is expreſſed, ** That the ſaid 
«© under-written Miniſters Plenipotentiaries 
declare, by theſe Preſents, that the Third 
© Article of the Convention, ſigned this 
*© Day, does not extend, nor ſhall be con- 
*©ftrued to extend, to any Ships or Effects 
that may have been taken or ſeized ſince 
the roth Day of December 1737, or may 
<*© be hereafter taken or ſeized; in which 
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be denied, that our Negotiating for theſe 
twenty Years paſt with Spain, has not coſt 


for, by the ſecond ſeparate Article in the 


B 2 | ws C ales, | 


* 


( 12 ) 

Caſes, Juſtice ſhall be done according to 
the Treaties, as if the aforeſaid Conven- 

tion had not been made; it being, how- 


ever, underſtood, that this relates only to 
© the Indemnification and Satisfaction to be 
* made for the Effects ſeized, or Prizes ta- 
© ken; but that the Deciſion of the Caſes, 
which may happen, in order to remove 
all Pretext for Diſpute, is to be referred to 


the Plenipotentiaries, to be determined by 
* them according to the Treaties.” 


One would wonder, I fay, how our Pleni- 
o's conſented to ſuch Conditions; by which, 
Full Power is given to the Court of Spain to 
continue their Depredations, without any 


cc 


thoſe Lines had run thus: That this Conven- 


or Effects that ma} have been taken or ſeized 
fende the 10th of December 1737: But that 


manner of Reſtraint. Would it not have 
been much more to the Advantage of our | 
Nation, and Honour of our Plenipo's, if 


# 1 
9 
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tion ſhall not be conſtrued to extend to any Ships | - 


* 

1 

1 
Fs 


ſuch Ships as can be lawfully proved to have 
been unjuſtly ſeized and confiſcated from the | 
10th of December 1737, to the 1/f of March 
1738-9, ſhall be made good to the Owners with- | 
out Delay, upon proving their Demands to the | 
Sati faction of the Plentpotentiaries at Madrid. | 
And be it further declared, that notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch Ships may have been condemned and 
_ confiſcated by the Spaniſh Governors in America, 
that ſuch Condemnation ſhall not at all be re- 
garded ; that his Catholick Majeſty entirely 
CE diſarows 


| (33) 

| diſavows auy fuch Proceedings, and is deter* 
a mined to abide by an impartial Deciſſon of the 
4 Plenipotentiaries hereafter: named between” the 
ö two Crowns, after a full and clear Examination 
8 upon Oath of the Parties on both Sides; and that 
- uch Claims ſhall be paid in Six Weeks, by the 
Confiſcators of ſuch Ship or Ships, after ſuch 
Conviction, without any Deduction whatſoever 5 
and likewiſe, all reaſonable Expences the Own- 
ers may be at, in proving their Demands. Aud 
be it further declared, That from and after the 
1/4 of March 1738-9, / any Engliſh Ship or 
Ships be found, upon Examination before the 
Plenipotentiari es, to be unjuſtly detained vr con- 
fiſcated, that the Aiders and Abettors of ſuch 
Captures, ſhall not only be obliged immediately 
to pay the full Value of the Ship and Carpo to 
= the Owners, with the neceſſary Charges they had 
Been at in proving the ſame ; but ſhould alſo be 
ps Wfined double the Value of ſuch Ship and its Rr. 
cd Fects, to be paid to his Catholick Majeffy, and 
at alſo ſuffer twelve Months Impriſonment, befides 
ve 2 ſuch Fine. | | 
be Had this Article run in theſe expreſs 
ch Terms, we might have believed his Carho/ick 
- Y Majeſty to be in Earneſt ; but, as they now 


the run, few People are of that Opinion. And, 
id. indeed, which way can it be otherwiſe con- 
1d- ſtrued, when thefe Piratical Practices of the 
md Guard de Coſta's are fo far from being reftrain- 
ca, MF <4; that it is ſtipulated in the ſecond ſeparate 
re- Article to the Convention, That“ alt Ships 
h *© which have been, and may be hereafter, 


* ſeized, 


( 14 ) * 


© ſeized, from December 1737, ſhall be re- 
« fered to the Plenipotentiaries, to be de- 
rc termined by them.” . 16 FN 

1 do not, in the leaſt, diſpute their Can- 
dot and -Impartiality, haying already, in 
ſome meaſure, experienced them both. But 


the Conteſt ariſes, 95 their not having pro- 
0 


cured a ſtrict Order from the Court of Spain, 


to his Governors in America and New Spain, 


Ec. to ceaſe their Depredations, with a ſe- 
vere Penalty upon ſuch who dare diſobey his 
Orders. Becauſe then there would have been 
no Room for our Merchants to expect, or 
fear, any Injuſtice from them; whereas now 
they remain in a continual Dread. 

"Lam the rather willing to believe that 
theſe natural Demands flipp'd the Memory 
of our Plenipo's (who undoubtedly have no- 
thing more at their Heart, than the Honour 
and Welfare of their ona: than that the 


omitting ſuch neceſſary and ſalutary Demands 


proceeded from any ſelfiſh Views. 


There was, indeed, an Article in a foreign 
Poſt the other Day, that his Catholick Maje- 


ity had fent ſtrict Orders to all his Governors 


in America, to conform to the Conyention 
ſigned between his Court and that of Great 
Britain, under Pain of his higheſt Diſplea- 


ture, and that Copies were ſent them for 
2 But it is a great Very whe- 
ther this 


ews is not entirely falſe: Or, ſup- 
poſe it true, as there is no Ceſſation of Hoſ- 


tilities declared on the Part of Spain, nor 
. : they 


N — a 


. 
they . forbid them by their Sovereign, 
they are ſtill at their full Liberty to exerciſe 
their Depredations and Cruelties, without 
_— the Convention; and it is but pay- 
ing a Trifle Twenty Years hence, if ſuch 


Captures are proved, without any. farther 


Trouble or Reſtraint. Beſides, fince they 


ride and deſpi 


are likely to be called to an Account for their 

former Conduct, they may now alter their 
Meaſures, and when any Ship is hereafter 
taken and confiſcated by them, may ſacrifice 
the Lives of the Captain and Crew, to pre- 
vent any future Diſcovery. | 248} 


I hope it won't be deni 


and how far they may hereafter extendit, no 
Man can tell; perhaps the Seizure of the one, 
pay alſo be the ſure Condemnation of the 
Sther; there is nothing like going through 
"Wich ; if they cut us off, we tell no Tales. 
7 Reimburſements for the mighty Charges of a 
Far, are never to be expected. | 


No, nor Reimburſements for the mighty 
harges of a Peace, be it ever ſo ſhort or 


Frifling: But a War would oblige that 
Paughty Power to grant us far better Terms, 
han ever we ſhall be able to get from them 

y ſoliciting Cap in Hand: For they have 
d often ſeen our harmleſs Fleets of late 
ears, that ey are now only too apt to 
4 e them. Perhaps they think 
Kion is baniſhed the Kingdom, and we are 


| {Mictamorphoſed into little leſs than Marble 
| Statues. 


ed, but that every 
Ship ſo taken, lies entirely at their Mercyß, 


| e 
Statues. *Tis therefore now high Time for 
us to open our Eyes, and ſhew ourſelves 
Men, who are capable of Reſentment, and 
have a Heart to reſent. Ss 
It rarely happens that ſuch, private Loſſes 
are eber made good, eſpecially where there 
are many. Doubts and Perplexitics about them, 
and when Loſſes and Claims are urged on the 
ether Side. This is our Caſe; we ſhall re- 
ceive One fourth of our Loſſes, by the 
Doubts and Perplexities raiſed by the Court 
of Fpain, and the Claims urged by them: 
Altho? ſuch Claims are ſo far from being 
clear, that the Merchants, and the whole 
Nation, are kept ignorant of them. If the 
Sum of 95, ooo J. is acknowledged by the 
King of Spain, to be due to us on Ballance, 
ought. we not to be informed what Claims 
are brought againſt us, which could reduce 
our Demands to that Sum ? * ͤ Our Demands 
< upon Spain are ſtated in an Account ſigned 
« Tune 14, 1738, by Mr. Stert, one of the 
% Commiſſaries, at 343,277 J. Sterling. And, 
ce in the ſame Account, the Demands of the 
„ King of Spain are ſaid to amount to 
180, ooo J. Sterling: Whence the Ballance 
c due to Great Britain, is there allowed to 
« | be 163,277 J. Sterling. Now, for what 
« Reaſon 68,277 J. is again dedufted out of 
c this Sum, and the Fjande thereby re- 
e duced to 95,000). eſpecially after 18000. 
© the full 7 of Spain, had been pre- 
e *« yioully 


. * See Obſervations on the Convention, p. 38, &c. 
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te viouſly admitted, is an Enquiry that has 


«© hitherto been conſtantly eluded, tho? the 


«© Honour of the Tranſactors, and the In- 
«+ tereſt of the Publick, in this particular 
© Article, ſeem to require, on this Head, 
Gy the cleareſt and moſt explicit Repreſe ta- 
on?” | | 4 | 

But we are fo. far from being let into the 
Reaſon for our laſt Deductionof 68, 257 J. that 
we are not even to be acquainted with the 
Particulars of the firſt Claim of 180,000 /. 
tho? all Arts poſſible has been tried to find it 
out. Some People, indeed; have interpreted, 


that this laſt Deduction of 68,27 J. is allow] . 
ed for deſtroying their Fleet, near Sicily, in 


the Vear 1718: But, as this is not warranted 
by Authority, we ought to have no Regard 


to it. Let us drop Surmiſes, and wait with 
an eager Ex pectation of having the Nature 


of both theſe Deductions fairly laid open to 
us ; when, I doubt not, but it will appear to 
our entire Satisfaction, that, as the great 
Man has often declared, He hated Expediecets, 
and thoſe who made uſe of them, no more De- 
ductions, nor Conceſſions, have been allowed 
to Sparn, than were confiſtent with Juſtice, 


and the Honour of our Nation. But to 


on: Ii better that Particulars ſhould fuffer, 
than a War be undertaken. I hope he does 


not mean our particular Limits, or Rights 


of Traffick, in the American Seas. If we 
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cannot quietly and peaceably enjoy our 


Rights and Properties there, yithout being 
3 o 0 


invade 


WP 


(18) 
invaded in them; or cannot, by fair Means, 
© procure an expreſs Acknowledgment of 
them, with Security for the Time to come, 
a War, even if it were almoſt unſucceſsful, 
would be much more to the Adyantage and 
Honour of the Nation. 5 s 
When Retribution can be procured for ſuch 
private Loſſes, By the way, 95, ooo J. only, 
will hardly bear the Name of a Retribution. 
And a Stop put to them for the Time to come. 
1 deny that ; this Stop ſhould have been in- 
ſerted in the Convention, by way of a Ceſſa- 
tion of Hoſtilities; then we might have had 
ſorhe Reaſon to hope for an effettual Stop 
by-and- by: But now we muſt rely entirely 
upon the Strength of our Plenipo's ; perhaps 
they may obtain it, and perhaps not. 
The Compenſation obtained from Spain, a 
Compenſation ſeldom obtained from any Nation, 
is deſpiſed and ridiculed. A mighty Compen- 
ſation, indeed! We prove our Demands: to 
the Amount of 343,277 J. Sterling, and after 
fitting out mighty Squadrons, at a vaſt Ex- 
pence to the Nation, we admit. two large 
Peroands of the King of Spain to be deduct 
ed from the above Sum (the Particulars of 
which, we are entirely ignorant of) to the 
Amount of 248,277 J. which reduces the 
Whole of our Demand to 95,000 J. only: 
And even that Sum, it ſeems, his Carhbotick 
Majeſty has proteſted, he will not condeſ- 
cend to grant; no, nor even this Convention 
itſelf, inſufficient to us as it is, till the South 
Sea 


GO % &W me | 


% 


Sea Company ay the 68,000 /. which the 


have acknowle 


ger to be due to him; 
althoꝰ the King of Spain, at the fame Time, 


acknowledged, that he owes them upwards 
of 300,000 J. This is according to the Spaniſh 


Proverb, You ſhall finſt pay me the ſmall De- 
mand I have upon yon, and then your whole De- 


mand ſhall be paid you afterwards. Notwith- , 


ſtanding theſe flagrant Proofs, a certain great 
Man has often times made no Scruple to de- 
clare, that, by this Convention, we hall reap 
all the Advantages which could have been expected 


from a War, had it been ever ſo ſucceſsful : 


That it was impolſible to change any one Stipula- 


tion iu it, into a Shape more advantageous to 
ourſelves ; and that it ſo fully anſwered all the 


Declarations of Parliament, and the reaſonable 


Expectations of the Publick, that the moſt viru- 
lent” Malecontent would never be able to form @ 
ſingle Exception againſt it. 

As to Malecontents, I know no ſuch Per- g 


ſons ; or, at leaſt; hold no Converſation with 
them. 1 declare myſelf a Lover of my King 
and Country, whoſe Intereſts are, and ought 
to be, inſeparable: But, at the ſame time, 
cannot help ſaying, that the Great Man's 
preſent Opinion "differs widely from that of 
the Generality of Mankind. What the Rea- 
fon may be, I am at a Loſs to gueſs, with- 
out it is becauſe he is in the Secret, and we 


are. out. The Advantages we are to reap 
from this Convention, is at preſent a Myſtery 


C 2 But 


to us all. 


[ 
| 


* 
E | 


{Bur 1 have- already hewn the Poibilicy | 


of making the ſecond ſeperate Article much 
more advantageous. to the Nation in general, 
by changing a Stipulation into another Shape, 
which I have done in Form in Page 12. 
And which, no doubt, the Plenipotentia- 
ries (who have longer Heads than mine) were 
more capable of forming. I therefore ad- 
mirè it was not done That ſo material 
and neceſſary a Point ſhould be totally diſ- 
regarded by them l rather chuſe to ſay 

diſgęgarded, becauſe, when I reflect upon the 
_ thi Strength of our Naval Force, that we 
| three formidable Squadrons at Sea, in 
eir proper Stations; one in the Ht Indies, 
correct the Guard de Cofta's, another in 
the Mediterranean, and a third at home, to 
prevent any Invaſion which might be formed 
in favour of the Spaniards, to . Ach us. from 
"executing our pers a upon them. I ſay, 
when I reflect how formidable we then were! 

can't otherwiſe imagine, but that the 
Omiſſion of ſuch an important Stipulation, 
muſt rather be attributed to the Forgetfulneſs 
of our Plenipo's, than any other Reaſon 
whatſoever; ſince the Cour of Spain was not, 
at that Time, in a Condition to defend her- 
ſelf from our Attacks upon their Provinces, 
ſhould ſuch have been thought neceſſary; 
neither, indeed, could they, with the leaſt 
Colour of Juſtice, have denied us ſuch De- 
mand. For which Reaſons, till I am other- 
wiſe conyinced, I muſt believe, that no ſuch 
254 Demand 
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Demand has been made on our Part. And. by 
i not, whether this Convention has fully an :. | 7 
ſwered all the Declatations off Parliament; and 7} 
the reaſonable Enpettations of the Publick, let 
the World determine 
And the great popular Weight and Cry 1s 
thrown on Paints nat yet fettled. This is a 
miſtaken Notion, or rather an Evaſion of the 
Point. The popular Weight and Cry, as 0 


is pleaſed to term it, is againſt thoſe Stip 
lations in the Convention, that ex far- 
bids our adding to the Fortifications of Caru- 
lina, and c 8 (Whichhre 

both in a very defenceleſs Condition) but iht 
every thing there ſhalt remain in ffaru % 
till the Regulation of our Limits can be de- 
cided by the Plenipotentiaries. If they re- 
main in their preſent: Situation, and the Ple- 
nipo's ſhould not hereafter be able to agree 
in fixing thoſe. Limits, not only Carolina, 
but his ur: favourite Colony alſo, 

might ſoon become an eaſy Prey to the 
Spaniards. A ſecond popular Cry is in our- 
accepting 95,000 J. in Ballance for the whole 

of our Loſſes, by giving 248,2 L to Spain, 

when, at the ſame time, we are kept igno- 

rant how we became ſo much their Debtors. 

A third popular Cry was occafioned by their 

admitting two Ships, mentioned in the ſecond 

— Article, to the Determinatioh of 
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enipotentiaries. | 

I The firſt was called the Succeſs, which:was/ 
acknowledged to be taken on the 14th: of 
uk RE”: | April 


( 22 ) | 


April 15 38, as ſhe was coming out from the 
Iſland of Autigua (an hundred Leagues from 
any Spaniſh Settlement) by a Spaniſp Guard 
de Caſta, and carried to Porto Rico. 
Since this could not be proved to have car- 


ned on any illicit Trade, for God's Sake, 
why is it to be refered” to Plenipotentiaries? 


The other was the Brigantine Santa Thereſa, 
ſeized in the Port of Dublin, in Ireland, in 


the Year 1735. This was originally a Bri- 


tip Veſſel; but was taken at Sea by a Spaniſh 
Privateer, in as ſhameful a Manner, as the 


Suc®#fs laſt mentioned. She was afterwards 


fitted out by the Spaniards, as a Merchant- 
Man, and trading in the Port of Dublin, was 


known by her own Maſters, who ſeized her. 


Now, as Fortune had thrown this Ship again 


into the original Owners Poſſeſſion, whoſe 


undoubted Right ſhe was, could any one 


have imagined, that Spain would, in ſo bare- 


faced a Manner, have demanded her again, 


or that our Plenipo's would have ſuffered 
it to be at all diſputed. Beſides, ſhe was 


exempted in the third Article of the preſent. 


Convention, had our Seizure been illegal. 


But neither that, nor the other Conſideration, 
revail upon his Catholick Majeſty, 


, 


could 
to deſiſt from his Demand of referring the 
Deciſion thereof to the Plenipotentiaries. 


The Fourth popular Cry is occaſioned by 


the Omiſſion of an Article, . wherein, 


Ceſſation of Hoſtilities ſhould be agreed upon 
during the Time fixed, for a Deci 


£ 
* 


particular 


ion of our 


he. 


r 
particular Rights and Limits in the Aneri- 
can Seas, by the Plenipotentiaries. But, 
having treated largely on this Point in the 
— my Pages, f proceed now, to the tb 
popular Cry, or Objection, which is againſt 
the King of Spain's Declaration, or Proteſt. 

This is a Paper of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture. That the South Sea Company ſhall 
firſt pay his Catholick. Majeſty, 68,000 J. 
in which Sum they own themſelves in- 

debted. And, at the ſame Time, his Ca- 

tholick Majeſty acknowledged himſelf in- 
debted to that ee in almoſt fi ve times 

that Sum. Can this be reckon'd a juſt May 
of Proceeding between Debtor and Creditor? 
Nay, what's ſtill more ſurprizing, is, that 
our Plenipotentiaries agreed to this arbitrary 
Way of proceeding, © and having agreed 
* with reciprocal Accord, that this Declara- 
© tion ſhould be made as the eſſential and 
© preciſe Means to overcome the ſo much 
«© debated Diſputes.” e r0 aOmpiigy ry po pints or 
_ , Certainly, if this very Proteſt had not 
been laid before the ſupreme Court of Judi- 
cature, and debared therein, the People of 
England muſt have been ſo far from believing * 
it genuine, that it would have been all taken 
for mere Fiction, and, as ſuch, totally diſ- 
regared. I am informed, that this Way of 
ſettling Accounts, is become ſo common 
in Spain, that they have made a Proverb of 
it, which I have already obſerved. 
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But 


dur Pleni 


to the We Sea 
de 06,000 l. Our Engliſh Way of ſettling the 


| s, it would ſeem to me, that as be is the b 
General, who Hite a War by Addreſs only, ann 


l 


(nd 


But, be that as it will, ſure 1 am, that 


Since Don Sebaſian de la Quadra has ac- 
Esse dged, he a 1 his Maſter, indebted 
ny, upwards of 


ceouncs between them, would be to deduct 
1 which the Company owe the 
of Spain, from the 206,600 1. which 


| 1 Catholick Majeſty has acknowledg ed 


to be due to them, and then there we 


Demands. 

I am ſorry that we are in ſo bad a Condi 
tion, as not to be able to inſiſt upon the 
waving this Proteſt, But, alas ! on the con- 
trary, we have admitted it, as the only | 
tial Means we have left of ſettling the preſent 


miſerable Condition of our Trade and Com- 


mercein the Americas Seas, on more ſolid and 
taſting Foundations. 

Theſe are the grand Objections which the 
Merchants have ſtarted to this preſent Con- 
vention, and which the Author 1s pleaſed to 
term, a great popular Weight and Cry. He 


without fighting ; ſo he is the bell Politician, 
who prevents a War by an howourable Treaty. 
How Honourable this Preliminary to a Trea- 


oy 
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| 's never ſearnt that ingenious 
Art of Arithmetick in this Kingdom. 


remain upon Ballance, 232,000 1. which || 
 vught; in a ſhort Time, to be paid to the 
Smith Sta Company, as their juſt Dues and 
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ty may be, I ſhall not diſpute ; but ſhould 
be very willing to agree with him, provid: © 
ed 3 been as famous in theſe twenty * 
Vears paſt, for our Wiſdom in negotiating, 
as we have formerly been for our Arms. 
Wor does Spain now aim at uni ver ſal Empire 
and Congucſi. I think the contrary is evident. 
— — ſhe not diſpute our Right to Carolina 
and Georgia} Has not the Spaniſh Ambaſſa- 
or here delivered Memorials to that Effect? 
id ſhe not, a few Years. ago, wreſt Naples 
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is ſhe not now daily fitting out Fleets, to 
put her other Projects into Execution? Is 
the not ſo far from EM contented with de: 
priving his Imperial Majeſty of his Dominions 
1n_. Siczly, that ſhe is now laying Claim 
to Tuſcany, Parma and Placentia? What 
more Proofs can be defired, to ſhew that 
Spain now aims at univerſal Empire and Con- . 
queſt? If all this is evident, which I belie ve no 
an can contradict, are we not as much 
urged by Policy, as for the Honour of our 
Nation, to divert that Power by A War, B 
from putting ſuch Projects into Execution, 
which, if carried on with Succeſs,” muſt mas 
nifeſtly tend to our Prejudice. And what is 
worſe, deprive us of our two favourite Colo: 


4 


Money to bring to Perfection. 


Execution, we ſhall never be able to get 
thoſe Advantages which we propoled: to our- 
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nies, which have already coſt us Millions of / 1 
If theſe Spanyh Projects are near ripe for 
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at large of. an Engliſh Commander, who 


ee PBs 
ſclves by this new Treaty. They will be 
ſtill ſtarting new Difficulties ; and making 


ſuch exorbitant Demands, as our Plenipoten- 
N cannot, nor dare not, grant them. 
ful 


hus may our Negotiation prove unſucceſs- 


And, the Moment it is broke off, *tis ten 
to one but a Spaniſß Fleet will be diſpatch'd 
to ſeize upon thoſe Colonies now in Diſpute: 
which we have, by this Conyention ſolemnly 


engaged not to fortify, but leave defenceleſs ; 


I ſuppoſe, till Spain can prove her Right to 
them. By what has been ſaid, 'tis plain we 
have more to fear from that Power, than 
from any other Power in Europe. ROS 
How cautious ſhould we then, be in our 
Negotiations ? How careful not to ſuffer our 
minuteſt Rights to be in the leaſt queſtioned 
or doubted ? Since ſuch Doubts would ſoon, 
with them, be term'd Rights; and, as ſuch, 
become liable to be diſputed : Which, when 
once. brought upon the Carpet, might be 
extremely difficult for our Plenipo's ever to 
get Spain to recede from. Koo SOA RY 
The Author ſays, He could give an iff ae 
aving 

perfidioufly, under Pretence of Commerce, in- 
vited two Spaniſh Gentlemen on Board, 772 


kept them ſtarving two Days, to ext ort a . 
ſom, and that failing, cut i the Ears and 


Noſe of one of them, and, with a Cutlaſs at bis 
Throat, forced him to eat them. What a poſt- 
tive Aſſertion is this! yet I am fo far from 


7 believing 
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believing it (tho' the Author has declared 
this Cruelty to have been exerciſed within 


his Knowledge) that if he does not hereafter, 

articularly mention the Name of that Eng- 
kk Commander, or thoſe of the two Span;h 
Gentlemen ſo ſerved, together with the Reign 
in which that Fact was committed, and the 


Place where; not only myſelf, but every 


impartial Reader, muſt judge, that this ver 


Report, as well as ſeveral others which he 


has occaſionally interſperſed, was ſtudied 
with no other View, than to depreciate our 
Merchants Claims on the Spaniards, and pre- 
judice the Parliament againſt them. 1 
He goes on in aſſerting, that ſome of our 
Colonies are known to Le et Hives of Smugg- 
ters, ar illicit Traders; all Men know it; they 
themſelves had not the Face to deny, nay, they 
gloried in it. Hut, why does he not mention 
what Colanies theſe were, eſpecially as he 
hoy nqt ſpared even the Governors them- 


elyes, whom he charges with ſharing in the 


Plunder? By ſuch obſtinate Aﬀertions as 


theſe, there is no great Difficulty to glve a 


ſhrew'd Gueſs at their Author. | 
There was, indeed, a Colony in a former 
Reign, which was deeply concerned .with 
thoſe who committed frequent Depredations 
upon whatever Ships fell in their W 
ther French, Dutch, Spaniſh, or, indeed, 
Engliſh; none eſcaped them, but ſuch as 
were an Overmatch for them. Divers Com- 
plaints were made at our Caurt, and our 
pt ad D 
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Ships ſent Out in queſt of them ſome were 


taken, tryed and condemned: thus Satisfac- 
tion was made to the Parties injufed. * At 
length, his Majeſty iſſued forth his moſt 
gracious Pardon to all thoſe. who would re- 
turn from their Pyracies to their Allegiance; 
when, to the great Surprize of the then 
Miniſters of State, ſome of the principle 
Inhabitants acknowledged themſelves guilty, 
by pleading that General Pardon; and, a- 
mong the reſt, if I miſtake not, the ingeni- 
ous. Author of this excellent Partipkler, 


which is now under my Conſideration, and 


who has ſince retufned to England, and is, 
at this Time, under a Poſt in the Govern- 
ee 2 . 
However, he can't bring an Inſtance of any 


other Colony, that has treſpaſſed in the like 


Manner. Nor, in ſhort, is the aforeſaid Aſ- 
ſertion of any Weight at all. For the De- 


| {ng ou our Merchants complain of, has 


een committed by Speniſh Guard de . 
who held their Commiſſions from the Kin 

of Spain himſelf, or his Governors, at 
thereupon the Span; Court became anſwer- 


able for all ſuch Tranſactions. Whereas, the 


Depredations committed on our Side, were 
by a few avow'd Pyrates, for whoſe Tranſ- 
1 Nation can, or ought, to be ac- 


- countable, Suppoſe the Governor of that 
15 Plantation, and ſome of | the Inhabitants, 
were in League with thoſe Pyrates ; no juſt 
Demand could have been made upon our 


Nation 


* he. 2 i Q 
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ties might ſuſtain. Becauſe, futh Vielentes 
were committed without his Majeſty's Pri- 


vity, or Conſent, and without any CHmiHE 


fion or Authority from him to ſearch or mos 
leſt them. 1 a Ll Wake: #0 7 ' 


The Inſufficiency of that Aﬀertion' plainly 1 


demonſtrates the Spleen of the Author, who 
would leave no Stone unturned to deprive 
the Merchants of the Benefit intended them 
by Parliament, by throwing the blarkeſt 
Calumny upon the moſt uſeful Body of Men 
in this Kingdom; and, in the Prefervation 
of whom, the Riches ad Welfare of this 
mighty Nation can only ſubſiſt. N 
He artfully goes on in declaring, that de 
himſelf” bad Few as free Subjects as any that, 


Nation for the Loſſes which / the injured Par- of ; 


# 


| 


the” King of Spain had, expoſed" to Sale, in 4 N fi | 


Britiſh Colony, purchaſed there lite Cattle, and 


treated afterwards very little better by te [ 
Purchaſers. But why does he not mention 


that Colony, and in whoſe Reign it was? By 
his thus treating upon Gerierals, and not 
deſcending to Particulars, even fuch Things 
as he 3 Hah within his own Knowledge, 
we mult be the leſs apt to believe him. 


Speaking of the Engliſh, he ſays, hey i 


not go to War in Support of Smugglers and 
Thieves, ſworn Enemies to the fair Trader, 
This is, to ſay no worſe, a bold Expreſſion, 


and what his Patron himſelf dared not to 


utter in a certain Place. What! are a Com- 
pany of injured Weſt-India Merchants, who, 
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uelty of the Spatiards, to be termeda pack 
| Smugglers, and Thieves at laſt, and who, 
as ſuch, merited the 
ments, which ſeveral have undergone? 


any Pe ef ye Inhabitants of Makteſh, for 


alt: the Merchant People are cut down : all they 


| the all make a Spoil of t 
moke a Þ pf 5 
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Break dawn thy Halls, and deffroy thy pleaſant 


Fuſes. ; and they ſhall lay thy Stones, aud thy 


Timber, aud thy Duſt, in the midſt of the Ma- 
ter. Ezek. xxvi. 12.—In the Time when thou 
Holt be broken by the Seas in the Depths of the 
# aters, 75 Merchandize, and all thy Company 
5 hall fall. All the Inhabitants f the. 
4 ſhall be aſtoniſped at thee; and their Kings 


#a thee bal, 
Ie 


dal be ſare afraid; they ſhall be troubled in 
their Countenance. The Merchants among the 


375 36.— Thus ſhall they be unto thee with 
whom thou baſt laboured; even thy Merchants 
y. ſhall wander every one to 
' his artes; none ſhall ſave thee, Ila. 

L have now, Sir, gone thro* the ſeveral 
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' Years paſt have been immenſe 
12 thto' the. a 4 Tyrany and- 
| ty | 


Tortures apd Impriſon- 


| that. hear Silver are cut off. Zeph. 141. 
Aud Hall m. Riches, and 
rey thy Merchandixe; and they ſhall 


People ſhall hiſs at thee ; thou ſhalt be a Terror, 
and never ſhalt be any more. Ezek. xxvil. 34, 


Vil. 18. 


Arguments, which have been made by this 
” - Authar, in Defence of the preſent Meaſures, 
And hope L have anſwered the ſame to your 

, entiry, Fatisſaktioo n. 


—— 7 A * 1 


" F:; 0% ATR” 
a 3 
- 


- © - _—_— WW” > 8 


Sign of a very bad Cauſe, when a Miniſtry 
will take ſo much Pains, and be at ſo 
an Expence, in printing ſome thouſands of 


no leſs than three ſeveral Pamphlets at this 
Time, and diſperſing them gratis in Town 


#; 1% 
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and Country, with their fupid GAZETTEERS. 
And, not content with that, but they, Who 
of all Perſons in the Kingdom, ought to 


have buried in everlaſting Silence, the former 
ill Treatment which the Spaniards might 
have received from the Hands of the Zng/zh, 


have been the firſt to enumerate them. Is 


not this a manifeſt Weakneſs in thoſe whoſe 


ſole Buſineſs it is to inſiſt upon ample Satis- 
faction for the Injuries we have received 
and not to make an Outcry of what formerly 
we may have been guilty of? This Stum» 
bling-Block of theirs, in my humble Opini- 
on, is a much greater than the moſt viralen 
Malecontent could have thrown in their way. 
to retard the preſent Negotiation with Sai. 
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